
PROGRAM RATIONALE 



PROGRAM RATIONALE
 IYIL UN INITIATIVE FOR PROMOTION OF INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES

 FIJI CONTEXT IS TO GO BEYOND THE SURFACE OF CONVERSATIONAL/EVERYDAY TO REAL 
INDIGENOUSNESS 

 2 –DAY PROGRAM STRUCTURED TO PROMOTE INDIGENOUS ETHICS AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE AS 
AN ENABLING ENVIRONMENT FOR INDIGENOUS LANGUAGE 
SPEAKING/CELEBRATION/PROMOTION

 3 celebration/advocacy phases for International Year of Indigenous Languages (IYIL):

Phase 1:  Launch May 02 – 03

Phase 2:  Symposium (August tbc)

Phase 3: 3 day cultural/indigenous festival advocating heritage arts, architecture, dances, cuisine, 
indigenous knowledge (November tbc)



FIJI LANGUAGE SNAPSHOT



2 Languages western & 
Eastern



5 large WESTERN COMMUNALECTS 
INCLUDE: 
 All of Ba province, (except Navai near Nadarivatu which was settled from Nasoqo, Naitasiri), 

 all of Nadroga-Navosa (except Nadrau, Nabouwaqa, Nagā, Rewasau & Naqelewai), 

 all of Serua except Deuba area (Sadrō & Sauniviuto), Yanuca Island, & Namosi-speaking village 
of Nukusere), 

 a portion of western Namosi containing villages of Wainimakutu, Navuadrā, Nadolī, Korovou, 
Wainilotulevu, Naiyalayala, Nasoqo), 

 a portion of western Naitasiri containing villages of Nasauvere, Nasava, Matawailevu, 
Narokorokoyawa, Korovou and part of Sawanikula)



8 large EASTERN COMMUNALECTS 
INCLUDE:
 Namosi, Waidina, Lutu, Nadrau, Naimasimasi (Southeast Vitilevu);

 Tokaimalo, Namena, Lovoni, (Northeast Vitilevu);

 Navatu, Solevu, Bua, Navakasiga, Gone Dau, Baravi,Seaqaqa, Nabalebale, Nasavusavu (western 
Vanualevu);

 Labasa, Dogotuki, Saqani, Koroalau (northeastern Vanualevu);

 Navatu, Tunuloa, Nawaeni (Southeastern Vanualevu);

Lau & Vanuabalavu

Kadavu (Tavuki, Nabukelevu)

 Bau, Rewa (Southeast Vitilevu)



Total Population –
884,887.00 (https://www.statsfiji.gov.fj/)

No. Ethnic iTaukei –
estimate 52% 

https://www.statsfiji.gov.fj/


No. Indigenous speakers 
52% of 884,887 = 
402,221



GLOBAL COMPARISON
 Population of Vosa Vakaviti = 402,221.00

World Population 2018 (https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-
d&q=world+population+2018 ) = 7.7 billion (7,700,000,000)

 Percentage of vosa vakaviti speakers on the world scale

= 402,221/7, 700,000,000

= 0.0000522365

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=world+population+2018


“Meda lesu kina vei yavu ka ra vu mai kina 
na vosa” Sir. J. Rabukawaqa

MATANTAKI KA VAKAVUDERI NA VAKASAMA (theory/philosophy) KEI NA VOSA MATUA ENA

 italanoa vakavanua eso me vueta ka laveta na bula vakaitaukei (indigenous epistemologies for 
indigenous development);

 italanoa ni maroroi kei na veiwekani ina iyaubula (knowledge of the universe: Case Study: Master 
Canoe craftsman, Vulaga, Lau);

 italanoa ni maroroi na itukuni kei na italanoa makawa ni vanua (performing arts as a vehicle: Case 
Study: Master Choreographer/Composer, Wailevu, Cakaudrove;

 italanoa ni veivakaturagataka ena vakaleleci ni magiti vakaturaga (heritage crafts as conduits of 
chiefly etiquette: Case Study: na tali voco mai Vugalei);

 italanoa makawa ni vanua ena mekenivanua (4 selected mekenivanua from selected villages in Serua, 
Naitasiri and Tailevu provinces – 2 meke per day);

VOSA NEI SIR JOSUA RABUKAWAQA.docx


THE ENABLING ENVIRONMENT
 Na veitalanoa (CMP style of knowledge capturing and transmission);

 Conaki na veitalanoa (talanoa carried out seated on traditional mat between traditional 
knowledge bearers and two of TILC’s senior and experienced field officers – Ilaitia Senikuraiciri & 
Simione Tuimalega);

 Na Wai ni Veitalanoa (ebb and flow of veitalanoa carried out with a tanoa of yaqona);

 Na iSaluaki ni Veitalanoa (spices of veitalnoa: sigidrigi group seated behind the veitalanoa
session ready at beck and call for a song to break the monotony)



KEY HIGHLIGHTS OF PROGRAM
 Dolce Dulali opening choir – selected sacred songs in certain dialects of Fiji 

Launch of TTFB iTukuni Publications on Thursday 02/05/19

 Launch of Fiji Museum ICH cds/dvds on Friday 03/05/19

 Traditional Meet and Greet (sevusevu & iluvanivesa at MTA waiting tent)

 Selection of unidentified vocabulary from Monolingual Dictionary Review;

 Language quizzes for primary, secondary school and public in exhibition tent;



THE 2 DAYS PROGRAM

C:/Users/simione.sevudredre/Documents/IYIL 2019/LAUNCH PROGRAM&CONTENT/SEVUTAKI NA VOSANIVANUA E VURAVURA_MATAI NI SIGA 02 04 19.pdf








VINAKA


