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Where is Occitan spoken?
● Vall d’Aran (Catalonia, Spain)
● South of France
● Mountain Valleys in Italy (near French border)



Chambra d’Òc is an 

association that works 

towards the promotion of 

Occitan within the 13 

Valleys of Lenga d’Òc in 

Piedmont, Italy



There are 12 language minorities in Italy,
protected by the Law 482/99:

“Norme a tutela delle minoranze
linguistiche storiche”.

The law does not provide for schooling in
the language, but it gives some legitimacy
to important institutional projects. This
allowed Chambra d’Òc to promote the
language in its local territory.

There are 3 sectors within Chambra d’Òc:
1. Language-cultural sector
2. International sector
3. Production sector (tourism, food, etc.)
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HISTORICAL CAMPAIGNS

Chambra d’Òc
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A symbolic trekking throughout
the 3 Occitan-speaking countries 

Objective: achieving the 
nomination for World Heritage

List «Lenga d’Òc Patrimoni 
Mondial de l’Umanitat» in 2008, 

International Year of Languages by
UNESCO

Occitania a pè (2008) 
Occitania on foot



From the Occitan Valleys of Italy to “Val d’Aran” in Catalonia, Spain

1300 km long

70 days walking

30 August-7 
November 2008

Occitania a pè (2008)     
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Occitan Lenga Olimpica (2006)
Occitan Olympic Language

On the occasion of the Winter
Olympic Games of Torino 2006, the
Chambra d’Òc asked for Occitan to
be present on the Official Ceremony,
as well as in strategic places for the
diffusion of information materials
and within the programme of
cultural events
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OCCITAN AS A MEANS OF 
TERRITORIAL 

DEVELOPMENT

Chambra d’Òc



A network with a number of hostels in 4 Occitan 

valleys with a label that characterises them, typical

cuisine as well as Occitan language and culture

Occitan label & Locanda occitana



Chambra d’Òc has worked in 
many toponymy projects in the Occitan 
Valleys. One of the most important is the 
one of Roccabruna, which inaugurated
40 news streets dedicated to Occitan 
themes: literature, language, etc.

Occitan toponymy



MIRADOR

12 CANTI PER 12 LINGUE

VESAM ONT

BLU L 'AZARD IN BAL POETIC

CHANTAR L 'UVERN

AIRA DA PRIMA
MASQUE IN DANZA

CALENDALChantar l’Uvèrn
Chambra d’Òc proposes a 
full winter programme of 
territorial development, 
film, anthropology, 
literature, environment 
and artistic-related 
performances to boost 
local talent.



Francoprovençal

Spoken in France, Switzerland and Italy

In Italy
● Tsambra Francoprovensal: Chambra d’Òc takes 

charge of Francoprov. promotion of after 2006
● Spoken in Val d’Aosta (border region)
● And in Piedmont: three groups of Valleys

Lanzo Valleys
Susa, Cenischia & Sangone Valleys
Orco and Soana Valleys

http://www.chambradoc.it/geografiaGenerale/vallepervallefrp/valliSusaCenischiaESangone.page


Chambra d’Òc believes that lesser used languages

will only be able to thrive if we create

a world movement  about sensibilisation

around this topic,

just like we have been experiencing recently

with the campaign on climate change.

THE FUTURE OF OUR LANGUAGES
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RECENT DIGITAL 
CAMPAIGNS

Chambra d’Òc
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The coronavirus campaign
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Black lives matter – in our languages
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The “Ostana Prize -
Writings in mother
languages” seeks to give
value to the world’s
language biodiversity.
The Prize has been held
since 2008 annually, and
in 2020-2021 it took
place online because of
the Covid-19 pandemic.

https://www.premioostana.it/

@ostanaln

premioostana

The Ostana Prize / Premio Ostana

https://www.premioostana.it/


21

A Special Edition “En partatge”
was held, honouring an
Occitan concept which can be
translated as ‘sharing’.

+ Live professional streaming:
More than 20 hours of
content, streamed live from a
recording studio, and a team
dedicated to live posts on all
social networks.

Ostana Prize 2021



UPCOMING EDITION: BACK TO CELEBRATING LANGUAGES IN 
PERSON!
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INTERNATIONAL MISSION 
/ SECTOR

Chambra d’Òc



October 2020: Chambra d’Òc joins ELEN
A key international action was
joining ELEN, a European
network that brings together
associations and NGOs of 
minority language
communities to represent our
interests in the EU and find
fruitful collaborations with 
other language communities.



Bogre, The Great European Heresy
Chambra d’Òc’s biggest cinema project, that is 
the film of Fredo Valla «Bogre, The Great
European Heresy», co-produced in 
collaboration with Cirdòc, a road-trip from 
Bulgaria to the Pyrenees which explains
catharism, the most important 
historical period of 
Medieval Occitania,
under a contemporary
lens.



Manifesto «Nothing for us without us»
The manifesto, written on August 2020, is 
Chambra d’Òc, Ostana Prize and all mountain
actors interested in culture in Piedmont’s
compromise to work towards making our own
the slogan “Nothing for us without us” , and a 
commitment to actively collaborating through 
project initiatives and events that embed 
themselves in the International Decade of 
Indigenous Languages, 
in order to 
contribute to a 
change in global 
awareness 
concerning the 
extinction of our 
languages and the 
need of preserving, 
revitalising and 
promoting them.



Faberllull Residency on language rights

https://faberllull.cat/ca/residencia.cfm?id=40675&url=drets-linguistics-ii.htm

https://faberllull.cat/ca/residencia.cfm?id=40675&url=drets-linguistics-ii.htm


WHAT IS THE STATE OF LANGUAGE 
TECHNOLOGIES IN OCCITAN NOWADAYS?



Language technology for Occitan: Lo Congrés



Cross-border cooperation for language technology: Basque, Aragonese
and Occitan

LINGUATEC (2014-2020) was a 
project that received funding from 
the Interreg Programme (European 
Regional Development Fund) to 
develop digital instruments for the 
languages of the Pyrenees through 
the transfer of competences and 
collaboration.



31

Chambra d’Òc participates in the COST
LITHME Action, which has the aim of
facilitating long term dialogue between
linguists and technology developers, who
work hand-in-hand and learn from each
other.
-How will pervasive augmentation technology
affect language in areas such as translation
and other forms of language work?
-Could increasing reliance on real-time
language technologies actually change the
structure of language?
-Can language technologies improve the
access, education and preservation of
minority and indigenous languages?

https://lithme.eu/

@LgHumanMachine

COST LITHME ACTION

https://lithme.eu/


Language technology projects at Chambra d’Òc

● Alpine Occitan Dictionary (online)

● Francoprovençal Dictionary (online)

● Collaboration with modern Friulian

platform for kids’ bilingual education

GOALS FOR 2030
Awareness of language technologies: what they are and what the 
community can use them for



● Can’t forget STRONG NEED of grassroots language revitalisation

● Potential: intangible value of languages… online?

LANGUAGE TECHNOLOGY CHALLENGES FOR OCCITAN & MINORITY 
LANGUAGES

Language 
revitalisation

Technology



Chambra d’Òc
chambradoc@chambradoc.it @Chambra_dOc

Ostana Prize                                          @OstanaIn

International Sector miretmariona@gmail.com

CONTACT US:

Mercés plan!

Thank you very much!

mailto:chambradoc@chambradoc.it

